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There have been successes for our students in the Mukuru Education Scheme. Kelvin (pictured below) has qualified as an Accountant (CPA) and Judy has started her degree course in Economics and Statistics at Nairobi University. Hermann awaits the results of his finals in social work. 4 students passed their KCSE exams. Sarah, with a B+, plans to study Nursing at University, James is studying Hotel Management, while the other 2 are applying for courses. 4 more students took their KCSE exams in November. In the Ruben Scheme 3 new students, who excelled in their KCPE, have started at secondary school. 19 Mukuru and Ruben students are currently being sponsored in secondary education by Waves.
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[image: image3.wmf]One of our current sponsors, Richard Jones, ran The Great South Run as a way of raising funds to support Francis’ education. We are actively seeking new sponsors for 2010, at £275 pa for 4 years, should anyone be interested. 
[image: image4.wmf][image: image5.wmf]Since 2006 the Indeprod Company and its employees have supported extracurricular activities in Music, Scouting and Gymnastics at the Mukuru schools, funding musical instruments, scout uniforms and gym equipment. Indeprod support contributed to the success of St Elizabeth’s choir in the 2009 National Music Festival where the girls gained several awards including two first places. This year Indeprod sponsored 200 scouts to attend an Aberdare Camp, Founders Day in Nyeri and Makadara Day, and also a climbing expedition for 65 scouts at Mt. Longonot. Sadly Indeprod went into administration in January and their generous support for Mukuru children and for Waves will be much missed. 
At the Ruben Centre we sponsored a scout hike in the N’gong Hills. 38 scouts hiked 4 of the 11 hills, led by the scout leader, Duncan. At lunch break they learnt about the geography of the area and played games. Scout songs kept them going as they hiked back to their bus.
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The annual Mukuru Kerrigan Challenge Cup Final Day is a day of fun and celebration for the pupils of the Mukuru schools. St Catherine’s won both the boys’ and the girls’ matches and the winning teams received Kerrigan Tournament 2009 T-shirts, certificates and Waves baseball caps for the boys and visors for the girls
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Amongst our “Waves Scholars” from Starehe John, our first graduate has set up his own company with 2 colleagues to try to market their tracking system to the owners of matatus (the Kenyan mini bus). Despite an excellent system raising enthusiasm amongst potential users none has been prepared to pay. John is now seeking a job as the group continue to try to find sales.
Jamleck, who graduated with an honours degree, and is a qualified CPA, has been unable to find work, and is now back in his village, such is the job market. Connections mean more than qualifications it seems. Dennis, at university studying Architecture, is enjoying his course. Peter gained an A average in his KCSE and was ranked 85th male student in Kenya. He hopes to read Telecommunications and Information Engineering at University. Our youngest student, Joab, is doing particularly well in French and German.
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We continue to fund school projects run by teachers who attend the AFEW environmental science teaching workshops, which encourage the spread of knowledge amongst children about care of their environment. Teachers from the schools that benefited from Waves funding in 2008/9 submitted reports on their projects which included tree nurseries, waste paper  recycling, fish farming, growing produce for sale in the community, and environmental clubs. Teachers from the Mukuru schools and Ruben attended workshops this summer. This was followed by an AFEW organised great Clean Up exercise with children from the Mukuru schools which included a fruitful awareness and education session. This has improved the schools’ participation in environmental activities. AFEW has embarked on a monitoring and evaluation exercise of the school projects so that the success of the workshops can be judged not only on the number of teachers trained but also on the sustainable effect on the children, schools and communities by the knowledge and skills imparted by the teachers. As AFEW’s Head of Education said ‘every single coin given should be put to the right use and create great impact not only for the schools benefiting but also the greater community.’

AFEW again ran the Ecology Trip scheme which we sponsor and organised trips for 860 children from the Mukuru and Ruben schools, the Street Children Rehabilitation Centre and Starehe School. The trips went well and AFEW made savings on the buses which were cheaper to hire than anticipated. Ruben children wrote enthusiastic and knowledgeable reports on all they had seen and done. One student wrote that the day would ‘keep ringing its bells in my retentive memory’.
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Waves donated funds towards keeper costs at the David Sheldrick Wildlife Trust elephant orphanage and for field trips into the Tsavo National Park for children from surrounding villages. This year there were 5 trips, for 125 children. The trips are not

only enjoyable and educational but also enable less privileged children to become familiar with their National Parks and the wild inhabitants for the first time. Malcolm, Margaret and Jon will visit one of the village schools where Waves has donated sports equipment and desks in February and will learn about the DSWT Tsavo Outreach Programme at first hand.
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This year we had 4 Waves runners in the London Marathon. Our 5th runner, Gary, deferred his place when his employer, Indeprod, went into administration. James, Rory, Tracey and Mike raised £7,039 inclusive of gift aid, in what proved to be a very difficult year, due to the UK recession. Our team for 2010 includes Gary, Jonathan, Kirsty, Bev and Alex with  places yet to fill. Alex joined the team with her own place from her employer, Virgin Money Giving, which is the new not for profit online fundraising site to which Waves is signed up. To support the team you can find the links on the Waves website.

We had 11 runners in the 2009 Adidas Women’s 5K Challenge, in Hyde Park. Margaret and her team of Anna and Paula, Katie and Alison, Sue, Kate, Ann-Louise, Charlotte, Gemma and Karen enjoyed a good run and met family and friends afterwards for a picnic in the sunshine where we were also joined by Gemma Holt of DSWT. The team raised £375 including Gift Aid. All ladies and girls are welcome to join us in this fun run in September 2010. Contact Waves for details.

We have been fortunate again to be offered assisted flights by British Airways so that all 3 Trustees will be in Kenya in February. We are exceedingly grateful to the Community Relations Team at BA for providing this support to us. 

We are very pleased that Stirling Dynamics, a Bristol based company, have recently decided to adopt Waves as a charity of choice. The staff have already started raising funds at work with cake sales which are proving popular. We are grateful to Malcolm’s cousin, Sheila Aldous, for her charming designs on the Waves’ Christmas cards this year.

Not only did the recession impact our finances this year, but so too did the weak British pound against the Kenyan shilling, not helped by rocketing inflation in Kenya, particularly for basic foodstuffs, impacting those living at subsistence level the most. We need as much support as we can get to recover from this year’s shortfall and are looking at additional ways to raise funds. 
Our income for the year ending July was £17,086 and our expenditure was £27,016, causing us to dip into our reserves, which we keep for such an emergency. We are able to cover our running costs from Bank Interest and Tax Refunds so in fact 100% of all donations made and fund raising income goes direct to charitable projects. Waves funding is targeted at well run projects designed to give best long term value to Kenya’s needy children and its environment.
As always, our very big thank you to everybody in Kenya and in the UK who have given their donations of time and money, energy and support to Waves projects – we could not do any of this without you - we thank each and every one of you for helping us continue to “make Waves”!
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We wish you a very Happy Christmas and a peaceful Year 2010 
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So that we can keep our mailing list up to date, please let us know if you change address or have an email address we can use. Please inform us if you no longer wish to receive Waves information.















































43 Ledborough Lane, Beaconsfield, Bucks, HP9 2DB  Phone: 01494 674985, Email: waves.trust@virgin.net www.wavestrust.org.uk
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