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The Mukuru Education Scheme covers both Secondary and Tertiary Education. Kelvin has recently taken his final exams to qualify as an Accountant (CPA). Herman is in the second year of his course in social work and is making good progress. Judy has completed her secondary education with high grades and is hoping for a university place next year. At the present time, Waves is supporting 9 boys and 11 girls from Mukuru primary schools and 2 boys from the Ruben primary school through secondary education.
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Margaret and Malcolm visited Kenya in October and met 11 of the students, whilst the remainder were unable to attend as many schools cancelled half term in order to catch up time lost after the post Election troubles. We are actively seeking new sponsors for next year, at £275 pa for 4 years, should anyone be interested. While at St Bakhita they also met children who had enjoyed Eco Trips organised by AFEW on behalf of Waves and were treated to a “thank you” dance and poem recital.
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Using money raised by Indeprod, we funded many extra-curricular activities, in Music, Scouting and Gymnastics at the Mukuru schools. This enabled the St. Elizabeth’s Choir to obtain 3rd and 4th positions in four categories in the National Music Festival, resulting in 3 of the girls joining the Nairobi Girls Choir and with that group travelling to Mozambique to perform at the All African Conference of Churches. 
This year we sent 56 boys from the Mary Immaculate Rehabilitation Centre for street children, who live in destitution on the streets of Nairobi, on a holiday to the Kenyan coast, near Mombasa. For them this holiday, enjoying day trips and swimming in the sea, is a
dream come true. We found, when we met them, that the holiday has already achieved legendary status on the streets! The annual Mukuru Kerrigan Challenge Cup Finals for Boys and Girls, which is the highlight of the year for both the boys and girls of the 4 schools, were played, with the winning teams receiving Kerrigan Tournament 2008 T- shirts and Certificates, with Waves baseball caps for the lads and visors for the girls. This year, for the first time, a team of boys from MIRC joined the competition. St Bakhita won the boys competition, in a penalty shoot out, and St Catherine’s the girls. 
[image: image6.wmf]The news of our 5 “Waves Scholars” from Starehe is that John gained an Upper Second Hons degree in Electronics and Electrical Engineering, Waves’ first graduate. He has now set up his own company with 2 colleagues to try to market their tracking system to the owners of matatus (the Kenyan mini bus). Jamleck will graduate in December, having taken his final exams in June. Even with a good degree, being a qualified CPA, and having an IT diploma, he is as yet unable to find work, such is the job market. Dennis is now at university studying Architecture, and has thoroughly enjoyed his first year. Peter is in his final year at the school and promises an excellent grade which should give him a university place. Our 5th Waves scholar is Joab, our new boy, who Peter has taken under his wing. Malcolm and Margaret met all 5 boys during their October visit. The school is still doing very well, with the new Director, Professor Jesse Mugambi, now firmly at the helm.
[image: image7.jpg]


At the Ruben Centre run by The Christian Brothers, we are awaiting proposals for further sponsorship of scouting activities, which includes supporting Scout Camping. We are also looking into the advantages of membership of The Wildlife Clubs of Kenya through an enthusiastic Ruben teacher, who will put forward a proposal with benefits and costs.  
AFEW again ran the Ecology Trip scheme which we sponsor and organised trips for 832 children from the Mukuru and Ruben schools, plus the Street Children Rehabilitation Centre  and Starehe School. Further Waves sponsored 4 of the winning students from the
2008 Safari Art Competition to go on the AFEW educational safari and supplied wildlife books as prizes for the best boy and girl on safari.  
We again funded school projects run by teachers who attend the AFEW environmental science teaching workshops, aimed at fostering and encouraging the spread of knowledge amongst children about care of their environment. During their visit Margaret and Malcolm attended a workshop at which teachers funded by Waves reported back on their projects. Teachers were reminded that the projects favoured are those with a direct and practical involvement of the children (hands on) – we
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saw a number of excellent examples demonstrating this objective. We were told that we are the only UK charity actively supporting environmental education in Kenyan schools.
AFEW Education staff took Margaret and Malcolm to visit a couple of schools in the Rift Valley where Waves grants have been used in school greening and sustainable development projects. For example a tree nursery can lead to growing trees to feed the school ovens, and sales of the tree seedlings to the local community gives revenue to buy vegetable seeds to grow food. The trees and crops provide teaching material for science and agriculture lessons. It is impressive that a small amount of money used with sustainability in mind can make a big difference to the school. 
Waves continues to donate funds towards keeper costs at the David Sheldrick Wildlife Trust elephant orphanage, which we visited in October. We plan to next year visit primary schools near the Tsavo National Park (Gideon Mosi, Gimba, Kalambe and Sowa) where we have donated sports equipment and desks and to continue to support the DSWT Tsavo Outreach Programme.
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As usual we had 5 Waves runners in the 2008 London Marathon. Through the generous sponsorship of family, friends and work colleagues, Amanda, Simon H, Simon V, Alex and Dan raised an excellent £12,542 inclusive of gift aid. Our team for 2009 includes James, Mike, Tracy, Gary and Rory. If you want to support them with on line donations, you can find the links from the Waves site. With the “credit crunch” and the recession we anticipate it being much harder to raise funds, so please support them if you can –and tell your friends
James Syme, a school friend of Kerrigan, ran in the first, very wet, BUPA London 10K and raised £120. It inspired him to go for the 2009 Marathon! Richard Drysdale, who has previously fundraised for Waves in the London Marathon and the London Triathlon, chose the Exmoor Half Ironman to raise another £908.
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This year we had 12 runners, including 4 Mother and Daughter pairs, in the 2008 Adidas Women’s Challenge, in Hyde Park on 7th September. Margaret and her team of Fiona, Paula, Alison, Nicola, Belinda, Sue, Kate, Katie, Alex, Issy and Anna braved a very dull day, and completed in very respectable times, raising funds for Waves, to a total of £843. This proved to be a fun family event for Mum and Daughter participation which we hope to repeat. So ladies, come and support us on the day, if only at the Picnic-in-the-Park after the run. For 2009 it’s in September – details will be on the website when available
This year we successfully applied to British Airways for assisted flights and for the trip in October Malcolm and Margaret flew as guests of BA. Had Jon been able to travel he too would have had a free flight. This support from BA is equivalent to a very healthy donation and we are very grateful to the Community Relations Team for providing this to us. Our income for the year ending July was £21,299 and our expenditure was £22,271. We are able to cover our running costs from Bank Interest and Tax Refunds so in fact 100% of all donations made and fund raising income goes direct to charitable projects. Not many charities can claim that level of efficiency. Waves funding is targeted at well run projects designed to give best long term value to Kenya’s needy children and its environment.
A sincere thank you from Margaret and Malcolm to the friends, charity partners and children we visited in Kenya who 
gave us such a warm welcome. As always, our very big thank you to everybody in Kenya and in the UK who have given their donations of time and money, energy and support to Waves projects – we could not do any of this without you - thank you for helping us continue to “make Waves”!
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We wish you a very Happy Christmas and a peaceful Year 2009 
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So that we can keep our mailing list up to date, please let us know if you change address or have an email address we can use. Please inform us if you no longer wish to receive Waves information.











Peter, John, Joab, Jamleck and Dennis











Ruben students, Stephen and Ephraim
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43 Ledborough Lane, Beaconsfield, Bucks, HP9 2DB  Phone: 01494 674985, Email: waves.trust@virgin.net www.wavestrust.org.uk
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