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The annual Mukuru Kerrigan Challenge Cup Finals for Boys and Girls were played on the Waves football pitch, at St Elizabeth’s School, on Friday 11th June. Malcolm and Margaret were in Kenya and were privileged to be guests of honour on the day. We inspected, at slow march under “orders” from the Scout Leader, the guard of honour of Scouts and Guides and met the teams. Malcolm presented the new Girls’ Cup to the winning team.
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The lively entertainment consisted of poems, songs, acrobatic displays, dances and a tug-of-war, plus a match between the staff and pupils.   All the players received T- shirts with Mukuru Kerrigan Challenge Cup printed on the front, with Waves baseball caps for the winning boys and visors for the winning girls.
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We also visited the twin sports field at Ruben School, funded by Barclays Bank of Kenya to match the Waves field, and spoke to the children there, who now have a clean and safe environment in which to play during school breaks. While at Ruben we visited several classes, including woodwork and sewing. The woodwork room badly needed a lathe to give the boys skills essential for employment so Waves agreed to purchase one, which is now installed and operational. Waves also provided tools to keep the sewing machines functioning for the sewing class, and funded the cost of two new computers to support community activities, where the existing PCs have failed.
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Thanks to new Mukuru secondary education sponsors, the Tapley family, we now support our first girl, Judy, in addition to Geoffrey, Kelvin and Hermann. Geoffrey and Kelvin are just completing their education now. Because of some generous sponsorship by the Pisstwits (don’t ask! - a wonderful group of folks with an East African background), resulting from their Alternative London Marathon, an epic “run” embracing 64 pubs on the Marathon route, we will be sponsoring 4 new students from January ‘05. For the curious, a book entitled “The East African Pisstwit, its evolution and behaviour”, humorously explains all. The authors are kindly donating all proceeds to Waves’ secondary education scheme, so contact us to order. From our association with Starehe School we now have the two older boys at university. We have just heard that John, our first boy, has achieved excellent results in his 1st year examinations, for which we are delighted. Jamleck completed his “gap year” before university and during that time helped out at Mukuru, providing football training for the orphanage students. Our youngest lad, Dennis, is now a prefect and has said that he wishes to become either an airline pilot or the President - watch this spot! We eagerly await news of our fourth student who will start at Starehe in Jan 2005 – we hope it may be a Mukuru student. During our June visit we met all the Starehe and Mukuru students and enjoyed hearing about their lives and aspirations.
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The Ecology Trip scheme at AFEW (African Fund for Endangered Wildlife) to sponsor and to organise trips for children from the deprived areas is still a favourite with the children from Standard 5 at Mukuru and Ruben. In Kenya we saw the entries in the 2004 Safari Art Competition and were able to photograph examples for use in making greeting cards - the standard is incredibly high. Waves again sponsored 4 of the winning students to go on the AFEW educational safari and supplied wildlife books as prizes for the best boy and girl on safari. To foster and encourage the spread of knowledge amongst children about care of their environment, AFEW now run courses to show teachers from all over Kenya the best ways to teach environmental science. Waves is providing resources in poorer schools so that teachers can run practical projects with their children to demonstrate what they have learned. 
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During our trip in June we visited the David Sheldrick Wildlife Trust stockade in Tsavo East National Park, which the young elephants use as a base while they assimilate back into the wild, after leaving the orphanage in Nairobi. We met several who were tiny babies when we saw them 4 years ago – they’ve grown a bit! One of the oldest female orphans is likely to soon become a Mum by one of the orphan males – so in 2 years time we may meet the first baby bred from orphans. Fingers crossed! Waves provided a video unit for one community team to continue our support to DSWT in their efforts to discourage poaching by the villagers, and we continue to sponsor sporting and wildlife activities amongst the village schools. At the Nairobi orphanage we met the latest group of babies and renewed our acquaintance with Makosa, a rhino who was a tiny baby when we last saw him. He now weighs several tons and lives in the wild, but still comes back to visit from time to time. 

In the UK we had hoped to run a Kerrigan Kamp at Dunfield this Christmas, but not enough of our volunteers were able to commit to supporting it, so we couldn’t go ahead. With more of you having new family and career responsibilities, it is difficult to give up the time, and to make a commitment 9 months in advance, so this makes the future of the Kamps uncertain. Give us a call if you have any ideas please, for Kamps or for alternative projects in the UK
On Saturday 26th June, the annual picnic barbecue took place at Hove. This year the weather was unkind so a small, but select, band spent time in the flat. However on advice from the chefs (who shall remain nameless) the evening BBQ was lit and the intrepid party enjoyed a feast in the rain, part on the beach, part in the flat and part moving between both. How could you have missed this? Next year we have ordered good weather in advance and the chefs will stick to cooking rather than weather forecasting. Alternatively we are contemplating a garden party in Beaconsfield next summer, date to be advised.
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We had 5 Waves runners in the 2004 London Marathon - Nick, Paul, Katrina, Etienne, and Danny raised an incredible £9280, inclusive of gift aid. We used the De Vere Cavendish Hotel for after race refreshments, relaxation and showers, where we were asked only to pay a token rate – the hotel has been kind enough to offer the same facilities again this year, which is extremely generous we feel. Our team for 2005 includes Jenny, Nick G, Nick S, Dominic, Polly and Zoë. Look out for the Waves logo as you watch the run. Even better why not come along and shout your support?
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The 2004 Flora Light Women’s Challenge, in Hyde Park, raised £1518. Margaret shepherded her team of Sue, Kate, Rachel, Diane, Emma and the Entertainer Trotters (Julie, Irene, Tracey and Lucy) round the course leading from behind! A Summer Duck Race, admirably hosted by Mike Judd and Eileen Hipgrave on their millstream, raised £760. The entrants were imaginative, if not surreal, though not always seaworthy – the ducks that is! The heavens opened for the race (perfect weather for ducks) but dried up for the picnic and Eileen’s delicious fruit crumbles.

Our income for the year ending July was £16,616, and our expenditure was £16,779. This has allowed us to fund many projects and to commit to building a third playing field in the slums, this time at Bakhita, where children both from the school, and the residential home, some 1200 in all, will enjoy the facility. In addition 92 residential children enjoyed the adventure of a holiday in Mombasa on the Kenyan coast. 
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In June we finally launched the Waves website www.wavestrust.org.uk. There was just a small initial fee to register the name, the bulk of the work to activate it being donated by Trevor Sykes, based on an original design by Angela Bloomfield of EDS.

As always, we want to say a very big thank you to everybody in Kenya and in the UK who continue to give their donations of time and money, energy and support to Waves projects – we could not do any of this without you - thank you for helping us continue to “make Waves”!
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We wish you a very Happy Christmas and a fulfilling Year 2005. 
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Danny, Paul, Etienne, Katrina & Nick





The Flora Team





So that we can keep our mailing list up to date, please let us know if you change address or have an email address we can use. Please inform us if you no longer wish to receive Waves information.





Hermann, Judy, Kelvin & Geoffrey





Traditional Girls Dance





The Guard of Honour





The Ruben Centre





Makosa saying “hello”





Jamleck, Dennis & John








43 Ledborough Lane, Beaconsfield, Bucks, HP9 2DB  Phone: 01494 674985, Email: waves.trust@virgin.net www.wavestrust.org.uk
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