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[image: image2.wmf]Our major undertaking in 2003 was to run a Kerrigan Kamp at Dunfield House, near to the Welsh border, from 13th to 18th April. We were blessed with near perfect spring weather, which meant that the 14 adult volunteers were able to spend a lot of time out of doors with the 24 disadvantaged children who attended, giving individual and focussed attention. A highlight of the week was a day trip to the Elan Valley Dams, engineered in the 19th century, which are still providing water to Birmingham, piped 75 miles away. The valley also is home to the Red Kite, which was seen by all, amidst great excitement. The finale to the Kamp was a party with entertainment organised and produced by the children, an evening of fun for both children and adults alike. The next opportunity for a Kamp we hope will be Christmas 2004 - if you think you may be able to attend the Kamp we would like to hear from you.

The annual Mukuru Kerrigan Challenge Cup was played on the Waves football pitch, at St Elizabeth’s School, on 27th June. It was a great day overall with a wonderful spirit, very well organised, and ran very smoothly. Guest of honour was the assistant deputy Director of Education, who inspected the guard of honour and met the teams. She was accompanied by representatives from UNICEF and World Food, based in Italy. The entertainment consisted of poems, acrobatic display and a tug-of-war, and then, a new innovation this year, the girl’s final, which St Catherine’s won, plus a match between the staff and pupils all leading up to the boys’ final between Bakhita and St Catherine’s. It was lively, fast and furious with lots of cheerers on all sides, St. Catherine’s winning the cup this year, 2 - 0.
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Instead of medals the players received different colours of T- shirts with Mukuru Kerrigan Challenge Cup printed on the front. They looked great and the players were more than happy to receive them. 

The twin sports field at Ruben School, funded by Barclays Bank of Kenya to match the Waves field, at neighbouring St Elizabeth’s, was finally completed this summer on receipt of the last of the pledged funds. Tree planting and watering equipment provided the finishing touches to the playing field, which is the pride of Ruben Settlement. Our sincere thanks to all at Barclays and at the Ruben Centre who helped progress this project to its successful completion.

The secondary education sponsorship scheme to support 3 boys from Mukuru schools for secondary education has continued, and we are looking forward to sponsoring our first girl in 2004.

We continue to sponsor poor Kenyan children to go on educational safaris, organised annually by AFEW (African Fund for Endangered Wildlife), and to donate prize books on wildlife, as an incentive to the children who make the most of their opportunity. The safaris take the students to Mt Kenya, Lakes Nakuru and Naivasha, the Masai Mara and Samburu Games Reserve. An exciting journey for children who have probably never before travelled beyond their home town or village.
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The Ecology Trip scheme at AFEW to sponsor and to organise trips to the Sheldrick Elephant Orphanage, the Giraffe Centre, the Nairobi National Park, and the Crocodile Park for children from the deprived areas of Nairobi remains a great favourite with the children and AFEW staff. This year Waves sponsored children from the four Mukuru schools, the Mukuru Street Children Centre, and from Ruben school, a total of 480 children. Standard 7 students from Ruben School and their teachers shared a most worthwhile and educational day. The camel rides were a winner!

The two older Waves scholars from the Starehe School are now both of university age, and John has just completed his first year at Jomo Kenyatta University, reading Electrical and Electronic Engineering. He was voted student representative for his year group. Jamleck gained excellent results in his KCSE exams and undertook a computer course at Starehe College while awaiting university entrance. He left Starehe in November with the accolades of Sportsman of the Year and Most Active Housemember and is now aiming to do voluntary work until he starts his university course in autumn 2004. Dennis has just completed his second year at Starehe and keeps us on our toes with searching questions about the UK and other matters. For example “what is so special about Buckingham Palace that makes it so called?” Answers on a postcard please! He is learning French and intends to write to us in that language – we just hope we will be able to reply!

We have furthered our support to the David Sheldrick Wildlife Trust in their anti-snaring community projects around the Tsavo National Park. We sponsored sporting and wildlife activities amongst the village schools, and paid a £500 contribution towards the annual cost of a keeper at the Nairobi orphanage for baby elephants. We provided sports equipment for the village schools and paid for a bus trip into Tsavo for one of the school wildlife clubs. In a letter a student described gazing down on the Tsavo landscape ”from a high mountain”. “It was so beautiful and spacious. Animals grazed without fear. It looked as though God created the place for them.” he wrote.
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On Saturday 28th June, the annual picnic barbecue took place on the beach at Hove. A large group of friends and relations of all ages enjoyed the day, which included an unprecedented number of children AND ADULTS swimming in the sea, encouraged to do so by the lovely summer we enjoyed. The date in 2004 will be 26th June, so make a note in your diary. Swimming is not compulsory!
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This year we had 6 Golden Bond runners in the Flora London Marathon. Brian, James, Robin, Rob, Jenny and Paul raised a magnificent total of £ 8,400, including Gift Aid. Our team for Sunday April 18th 2004 is fit and ready, being Nick, Paul, Katrina, Etienne, Danny and Steve. Look out for the Waves logo as you watch the run. Even better why not come along and shout your support? If you want to become a Waves runner in the Marathon 2005 confirm your interest with us, as we have places remaining. 

Kate, Sally, Rachel, Colette and Linda represented Waves in the Flora Light Ladies Challenge, a 5 kms run in Hyde Park on 14th September and raised £450 in sponsorship. We will be promoting the 2004 run as both a fundraising and a social event for family and friends. We encourage you to come along to run, or to support the runners and to stay for the picnic-in-the-park afterwards – it is a good day out.

Our income for the year was £13,483, and our expenditure was £12778. We want to thank all of you for your donations of time and money and the support you gave us. Year 8 of George Abbott School at Guildford adopted Waves for their annual fund raising and contributed £579 towards the ecology trips in Kenya. Don’t forget to put us forward as a charity for fund raising if you see a chance.

We have finally made some progress with our website, which we hope to open early in the New Year. Trevor Sykes, who worked with Malcolm before they retired, has developed the site and we are now in the latter stages of finalising the content of the pages.

As always, we want to say a very big thank you to everybody in Kenya and in the UK who continue to give their time, energy and support to Waves projects – we could not do any of this without you - thank you for helping us continue to “make waves”!
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We wish you a very Happy Christmas and a fulfilling Year 2004. 
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Ruben Field – in action!





Robin and Jenny





So that we can keep our mailing list up to date, please let us know if you change address or have an email address we can use. Please inform us if you no longer wish to receive Waves information.





On the beach at Hove








A camel ride at the wildlife centre





Dunfield ’03 – a walk in the country
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