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In May Margaret and Malcolm travelled to Nairobi to renew acquaintances, progress projects, and seek new opportunities. A special thank you to all in Kenya who gave them such a warm welcome and kind hospitality during their visit.
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While they were there the football pitch, at St Elizabeth’s School, again hosted the Mukuru Kerrigan Challenge Cup. Due to heavy unseasonably late rain, the game proved a bit of a mud bath, but superb entertainment regardless. Bakhita were this year’s winners 3-2, in a close well-contested final against St Elizabeth’s. While at the school Margaret and Malcolm saw the now mature trees planted in May 2000 and heard about the lessons held in their shade. They also visited the second pitch, being funded by Barclays, at an adjacent school in Ruben. This has now been laid, but further work is required for completion. Possible future projects to support Ruben School include providing new desks for younger children’s classes   

The secondary education sponsorship scheme to support children from Mukuru is underway; with three students enjoying sponsorship; Geoffrey Akaliche, by St John the Baptist School at Woking, Herman Mwangi, by David Ansell, and Kelvin Karori, by Vic and Flora Toy. All 450 children in Standard 5 at the four Mukuru schools, and Ruben school, took AFEW organised ecology trips to the Giraffe Centre (AFEW), the Nairobi National Park, the Crocodile Farm and the David Sheldrick Orphanage for elephants. In their letters, children especially mention the boat trip, feeding the giraffes and the delicious lunch!
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A major new activity this year was to send all 120 children, many of them orphans, from the residential home at Mukuru on a 5-day holiday to the Kenyan coast, near Mombasa. Most of the children rarely get to leave the slums where they live, let alone take a holiday, and certainly not to the coast. So for them it was a HUGE adventure. They travelled there by train, took day trips along the coast and swam in the Indian Ocean, returning home by coach. The funding came from Dominic Geer running the Florence Half- Marathon; Waves intends to fund this holiday every 2 years. The children gave a talented thank-you concert of poetry, drama, and verse to Malcolm and Margaret during their visit.
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[image: image6.wmf]The two older Waves scholars at the Starehe School were joined this year by Dennis Matara. Dennis in his letters has shown a very enquiring mind and asks lots of challenging questions - we expect him to do well. Both John and Jamleck continue to progress. John is about to enter University to read engineering and Jamleck will spend a gap year in computer studies, before going to university, after which he hopes to become a neuro-surgeon! Jamleck gained school colours in soccer, athletics and cross-country, as well as being chairman of the environmental club, secretary of the mathematics club, and house prefect. Margaret and Malcolm thoroughly enjoyed a day out with the boys while in Nairobi, where it was heartening to see the obvious bond between the three of them.

At the Sheldrick Animal Orphanage, Margaret and Malcolm were afforded a unique opportunity to go into the forest to play with the baby elephants in their natural “nursery”. Six babies from 6 months to 16 months were there. The Sheldrick Trust is latterly involved in trying to stop snaring in the Tsavo Park, which threaten some game with extinction. Anti-snaring teams led by highly motivated graduates from Moi University, remove the snares. The teams are implementing a wildlife conservation education initiative in the local communities and schools, giving talks and showing wildlife films. There are now many active school wildlife clubs and support is also given for sports activities and much needed textbooks. Waves has funded a complete set of textbooks and wildlife books for the whole of Kwa Kimwele primary school at Tsavo and provided a generator to power the video equipment used by the Sheldrick teams.
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The Summer Kamp that we hoped to run this year was not possible. We were unable to find enough volunteers without prior holiday commitments, and for a Kerrigan Kamp a high ratio of adults to children is essential for us to provide the unique benefit that is of so great a value to the children. However it is all systems go for an Easter Kamp 2003 at Dunfield House. The children will come from a school in Wolverhampton, and activities will include sport and craft plus a walk, a barbeque and evening campfire singsong. There will be a party evening, with each family group entertaining - always great fun! We are still looking for more volunteers, who need not be experienced – how about you? But we will require applications soonest, to allow time to get police checks, essential for children related activities, done in time.  If you are able to attend the Kamp we would like to hear from you.

On Saturday 29th June, Kerrigan’s actual birthday, we held the annual picnic barbecue on the beach at Hove to celebrate. As usual a mix of friends and relations of all ages enjoyed the day, ending with an “intense” game of Karom in the flat. The date in 2003 will be 28th June, so make a note in your diary. And get your Karom finger in good trim!
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In 2002 we had 4 Golden Bond runners in the Flora London Marathon, another 2 needing to defer due to injury. Jo, Richard, Toby, and Lawrie raised a wonderful total of £ 6,891, including Gift Aid, with Richard topping a total of £2000. Our team for Sunday April 13th 2003 is in place, being Jenny, Oli, Paul, James, Rob, Brian, and Robin. Robin, who likes a challenge, is doing the double having run the New York Marathon this October, taking the Waves logo to the States for the first time. If you want to become a Waves elite runner in the Marathon, how about years 2004 or 2005?  Confirm your interest with us, as we have places remaining. 
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Of course a Marathon is not for all of us, but how about the Flora Light Ladies Challenge, at 3miles / 5 kms? This year it took place on 1st September in Hyde Park. We view this primarily as a social event for family and friends, but it is also a chance to raise some funds. 11 ladies “raced” for Waves and afterwards we all enjoyed a picnic in the sunshine in the park. The sum raised was over £1300, with Julie Spinks achieving a superb £627. Members of the 2003 team are already in training, so ladies, how about it? Everybody is welcome at the post-run picnic - date to be confirmed

Our annual income for the year was a record £15,986. The take up of Gift Aid by sponsors and donors has been excellent, and for supporters wishing to give regularly we recommend Give-As-You-Earn. As an example a supporter paying higher rate tax, donates £6 per month, which with tax credit, 10% added by the Government, and an employer’s donation (optional) results in a monthly payment to Waves of £13.75.

We want to say a very big thank you to everybody in Kenya and in the UK who continue to give their time, energy and support to Waves projects – thank you for helping us continue to “make waves”!
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We wish you a very Happy Christmas and a fulfilling Year 2003. 
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Little girls “thank-you” dance





Books for Kwa Kimwele





So that we can keep our mailing list up to date, please let us know if you change address or have an email address we can use. Please inform us if you no longer wish to receive Waves information.





Jamleck, Dennis & John








London Marathon - Jo
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