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The first major event of 2001 was the Easter Kamp at Dunfield House. This was the first Kamp that Waves has run totally independently and was to determine how successful this could be. We had some wonderful volunteers who worked very hard, along with a lovely group of children from a school in Wolverhampton. An added bonus was the presence of Gill Beddows, the headmistress, who rapidly became a popular member of the adult group and swimming lifeguard par excellence. The combination of a traditional Kamp mixed with some practices from the school worked very well.

[image: image2.wmf]The fact that there was foot-and-mouth in Herefordshire meant that all the activity was confined within the Dunfield site, but this did not deter us. The days were packed with sport and craft activities plus a popular barbeque and evening campfire singsong. We ran a Circus Workshop where the children were able to learn and practice circus skills and additionally each child had their face painted in a style of their choice. Some of these skills then proved useful at the party and talent contest later.

The party evening, with each family group performing, was a superb blend of fun and amusement, some of which was very professional whilst some was a triumph of inventivity. 

One volunteer, Paul, a former professional entertainer, was greeted with delight by children and adults alike. A real side splitter. The children went home happy, but exhausted, with hand made Easter gifts for their families and friends. We have decided that at least one more Kamp is in order and are looking at Summer (August 12-16) or Christmas, either being dependent on availability of adult volunteers and children. If you are able to attend either Kamp we need to hear from you urgently and immediately, so that decisions can be made.
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We have had another busy year in Kenya. The football pitch, at St Elizabeth’s School in the Nairobi Mukuru slums, again hosted the Mukuru Kerrigan Challenge Cup. This year the funds to cover the costs of the competition were donated by Jon Farley, of Barclays Bank, who raised the money by carol singing with colleagues. Jon was a management trainee in Kenya, and while there organised and ran football training coaching for the children on the school pitch. Progress on the second pitch, to be funded by Barclays, at an adjacent school in Rubens, has been very slow, but we are hopeful will gain some momentum in the new year. 

Another venture at Mukuru is the on going scheme for all 365 children in Standard 5 to be bussed to the Giraffe Centre, the Nairobi National Park, the Crocodile Farm and the David Sheldrick Orphanage for elephants. The children have a fun day out with lunch and have a unique opprtunity to learn about their wildlife heritage; this has continued to be an extremely popular and sought after trip. The project to provide secondary education support to some children from Mukuru has been launched; with our first student, Geoffrey Akaliche, being sponsored for 4 years by St John the Baptist School at Woking, who raised the donation during their Lent fundraising. A further donation from David Ansell, a former teacher at St John’s, will fund a second student. We are urging Mukuru to provide information about the pupil’s progress, and to encourage communication between sponsor and pupil, to give a dimension of reality to the support. 

We have continued to fund safaris for Kenyan children organised by the African Fund for Endangered Wildlife (AFEW) for needy winners of their wildlife competition, and continue to pay the cost of one full time keeper per year at the Sheldrick Animal Orphanage at Nairobi. If possible we will visit Kenya next year to see where the young elephants are released back into the wild at Tsavo.

The two Waves scholars at the Starehe School both continue to do well and make good progress. We hear from them regularly and have noted how well their letter writing has matured.  John has just taken his final exams and then hopes to go on to study accountancy, which is an excellent idea that we will support him in. Jamleck has been a prefect for the last year and taking to this role enthusiastically, as is his nature, was shocked to find that his academic work fell a bit behind. Typically he has expressed his determination to put this right and we have no doubt that he will do it! 

We are looking forward to the next trip to Kenya, which we regard as essential to retain direct cooperation by the value of face-to-face meetings.
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This year we had 4 Golden Bond runners in the Flora London Marathon, (our 5th had to defer a year due to bad health) each of whom exceeded their target of £500 sponsorship for Waves, raising a total of £3754, with more to come from Gift Aid tax recovery. Well done all! The team for 2002 is in place and they are Jo, Kath, Richard, Toby, Brian and Lawrie. Brian was one of our runners last year, and enjoyed it so much he wants another go! They will all wear Waves logoed running vests, so look out for them on the day, Sunday 14th April 2002, and give them a cheer and of course a ”wave”. If you want to run the Marathon, and become one of the Waves elite runners, think about years 2003-2005 and register your interest with us. We have 3 places remaining for 2003.

Dominic Geer of Barclays Capital recently undertook another amazing fund raising run for Waves. He ran the Florence Half- Marathon and in doing so raised in the region of £1750, with Gift Aid tax to be reclaimed as well. Dominic met Kerrigan on his management trainee induction, which Kerrigan tutored.

We have continued to go to car boot sales to sell items you have given us and reckon to raise about £50-60 per sale. So far only a couple of you have come along to support us, and we guess that is due to your natural shyness. But your public awaits, so why not give it a go? If for nothing else the after sale “brunch” (full English plus!) cooked up by Margaret makes it all worthwhile.

Margaret’s Webb Ivory Christmas catalogue remains well supported by Wexham Park Cytology Department, with 25% of the sales value being donated to Waves. We eagerly take advantage of the tax rules on charitable donations whereby Waves reclaims 28p for every £1 donated by a UK taxpayer; many of you as donors have given your consent. We would like to thank those of you who make donations by the Give-As-You-Earn scheme (direct from gross salary with an extra 10% is added by the government) or by direct debit, as this helps us with our financial planning.

If you have any ideas for fund raising that you want to share or explore with us please give us a call.
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On Saturday 30th June we again held a picnic barbecue on the beach at Hove to celebrate Kerrigan’s birthday. This gathering was made up from a wonderful mixture of friends with an age  range from just a few weeks old to over 60’s, all of whom shared an enjoyable, but windy, day’s company. So we will do it again in 2002, on 29th June, so make a note in your diary and nearer the time contact us for full details. 

Remember that if you are able to support a Dunfield Kamp in the Summer or at Christmas please let us know soonest. We will make a final decision on the Summer Kamp during the first week of January, when our date option runs out, by which time we will need to know if there is enough support. 

Once again a huge thank you to everybody in Kenya and in the UK who continue to give their time, energy and support to ensure that Waves projects are successful and benefit so many – thank you for helping us continue to “make waves”!
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We wish you a very Happy Christmas and a fulfilling Year 2002. 
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So that we can keep our mailing list up to date, please let us know if you change address or have an email address we can use. Please inform us if you no longer wish to receive Waves information.
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